Fulminant hepatic necrosis caused by adenovirus type 5 following bone marrow transplantation.
A 34-year-old patient was transplanted from an HLA-identical sister for high grade non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in first complete remission. One month post-transplant, he developed hepatitis and haemorrhagic cystitis. He died 2 months post-transplant from fulminant hepatic failure. Adenovirus type 5 was cultured from urine, and characteristic adenovirus inclusions were seen in the liver. Striking paracrystalline arrays of adenoviruses were seen in the liver on electron microscopy. Reactivation of adenovirus infection is increasingly recognized post-BMT, but this complication of type 5 infection is unusual, and we describe in detail this second reported case.